Annual General Meeting - Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics and Humanists Association
November 18, 2018 - Unitarian Church, Kelowna

Attendance:

Nina George, Raynald Losier, Zena Ryder, Blythe Nilson, Darrel Lewis, Wendy McLeish, Jessica Lahrs, Ken
Selinger, Lori Foster, John Whittaker

Regrets: Dave Robinson, John Elemens, Daniel Mallett

1. Call to Order - Nina George
5:45 PM

2. Minutes of first general meeting - No other AGM

3. President’s Report - attached
Moved to accept President’s report Blythe/Zena/Carried

4. Treasurer’s Report - attached
Moved to accept Treasurer’s report  Blythe/Raynald/Carried

5. Bylaw change - Change to by-laws - Qualifications for directors
8.8 To be qualified to be a director, a person must be:
(a) atleast 18 years of age;
(b) amember of the Society in good standing for at least 6 months prior to election; and
(c) not ineligible according to Section 44(3) of the Act.
Change (b) a member of the Society in good standing for at least 6 months prior to election to:
(b) a member of the Society in good standing for at least 6 months prior to election or unless waived by board
Moved that the Bylaw be changed Zena/Wendy/Carried
6. Nomination to the Board
John Elemens’ application has been approved by the Board of Directors.
Approved by majority at AGM
7. Discussion about possible goals -
We will decide following Festivus whether to continue the monthly potluck presentations and socials.

Several people were interested in a Cafe Scientifique.

8. Budget - November 2018 - October 2019 - attached
Moved to accept the budget as presented Blythe/Raynald/carried

Moved to adjourn 6:50 PM Darrell/Wendy
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All human beings are born ® r
free and equal ‘ ;’ '

in dignity and rights,

they are endowed with
reason and conscience

and should act towards

one another in a

spirit of peace & community.

Part of the Universal Declaration of Human Rig
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Click Here to sign-up for our enlightened, rational and yet still amusing email newsletter! &

You Are Not Alone Learning Links It's Cool Here!
Searching to fit in? You don't have to look for All those stars are part of our galaxy, go here for Kelowna and the Okanagan valley is part of the
aliens to find secular free thinkers and atheists in more links to the greater secular and evidence interior dry belt of British Columbia, Canada. It is
the Okanagan and interior BC. We are right here. based galaxy sites. actually a desert here in the Okanagan, but we

are a pretty cool bunch. Check us out!
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Useful Learning Links

We believe in science, reason and secular values.

There is a lot to learn, so go right ahead..

New Here?

Wikipedia explanations of key topics: Nt

Humanism Secularism Atheism

5 S £ 5 Z UBCQO Skeptics
Logic and Critical Thinking 101 Websites
Critical Thinking Web - Hong Kong University’s introductory logic and critical thinking page; a great Videos

resource for initiates to the topic of philosophy!
Education
Need to Know - A logical fallacy is, fundamentally, an error in logic. This website lists some of the major

logical fallacies that people present in their arguments. Understanding logical fallacies is a key to Living Without Religion Group
understanding the difference between a rational argument and an irrational one. You can read a brief

list of logical fallacies that we have collected. Logical Fallacies 2016 Kids Far Inquiry
Argumentum ad hominem - Attacking the opponent directly rather than addressing the opponent's idea Secular, Humanist and Freethought Links
The Galilean - Philosophy for beginners - This website features articles and lessons that cover the basics
of western philosophy, including such topics as rhetoric, metaphysics, analytic philosophy, and a guide to
logical fallacies. Plenty to see and read here!

Join Us

The Critical Thinker Academy - An excellent resource page for new arrivals into the world of critical
thinking. and an all-around great resource for everyone else!

eSkeptic - The email newsletter of the Skeptic Society




K.AS.H.A.
o— B Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics
& Humanists Association

Home About Calendar of Events =~ Education News Contact JoinUs

All of our member profiles are
unique.

Some people will have their picture and full name and some won't.
It isn't always beneficial to come out as an atheist or skeptic.
Whether you see a picture or a partial name, all the profiles here represent real people in our local

branch.

FEBRUARY 8, 2018

Dave Robinson

/ JANUARY 12, 2018
John Waddington

DECEMBER 8, 2017
Darrel Lewis

MARCH 12, 2016

Daniel K

- JANUARY 17, 2016
\ Eunice Garcia
4

m
%

,%,

OCTOBER 5,
Blythe Nilson

SEPTEMEBER 20, 2015

Richard Hammell

New Here?

Qur Members

UBCO Skeptics

Videos

Education

Living Without Religion Group

Kids For Inquiry

Secular, Humanist and Freethought Links

Join Us

Share this entry
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GUIDELINES FOR CONDUCT
Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics & Humanists Association
Approved by KASHA Board April 4, 2018

Adapted from the BC Humanist Association's Code of Conduct.

The Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics & Humanists Association (KASHA) is committed to
providing an open and welcoming community that respects every participant's personal
integrity and reasonable participation. KASHA activities, whether organized or informal,
should be enjoyable, friendly, and informative.

This policy covers conduct by persons attending KASHA-sponsored events or in
KASHA sponsored printed or electronic media, or when formally representing KASHA at
other venues. This policy applies whether such persons are KASHA members (as per
KASHA bylaws) or not.

The consequences of violation can include, but are not limited to: loss of membership
and participation privileges with KASHA and its hosted and co-hosted activities, as well
as with collaborating organizations (at their discretion).

The aeneral rule of conduct is friendlv interactions without harassment



KASHA letters to the editor Approved 2018

Objective of enacting a process for letter writing:
Ensure a clear objective of the letter. We will know what we hope to accomplish when we write this letter.
Ensure a clear understanding of who is doing what. There is a workflow to follow.
Ensure a clear understanding of responsibilities and authorities
Ensure a follow up to the letter is considered and that the board evaluate the success or failure of the letter and any changes
required to the process.

KASHA Letter Writing Process

When an issue is identified that might warrant a written response by KASHA the president is to be informed.
If the President determines that the issue warrants a letter she will decide whether:
The issue can wait for the KASHA board meeting;
call an immediate board meeting; or
decide to respond immediately and inform the board.
If a response is required the president, with the input of the board will
select an OPI (Office of Primary Interest) to draft the letter and a further board member to review the letter; and
determine the objective(s) of the letter. These will be consistent with the purposes of the association and, ideally with the
concept of SMART,
The OPI will, based on the guidance provided by the president, draft a letter and forward to the reviewer.
The reviewer will review and either forward the letter, with edits as necessary, to the president or return to the OPI for further work.
Once received the president will edit as necessary and seek majority approval from the board. Board members may opt out of
signing the letter. Once approved for release to selected media outlets, the president will inform the board and OPI.
The OPI will monitor the media for any response and report back to the board.
The board, normally at the next meeting, will determine if any further action is required including further letters or online responses.
It will also assess whether the letter has a met its objective(s) and if any changes to the process are necessary.
Notes:
The letter will automatically be an agenda item at the next meeting.



KASHA Event Guidelines — 2018

All KASHA events must be pre-approved by the KASHA board.
KASHA events must follow “Guidelines for Conduct”
Non-KASHA events should be identified as such on website.
Events should identify event organizers

Non-KASHA events (e.g. science center events) at public locations can go on KASHA communications (e.g. Facebook,
Meetup, newsletter, etc).

Non-KASHA events at private residences are not to go on KASHA communications (e.g. Facebook, Meetup, newsletter, etc).

KASHA events may not be held at private residences except for small on-going discussion groups such as book clubs, parent’s meetings or
general critical thinking groups.



Letters to Editor

Faith Based Groups Must Respect
Human Rights

Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics, and
Humanists (KASHA) applauds the
recent efforts of the federal government
to restrict funding for the Canada
Summer Jobs program to those groups
who agree to respect human rights,
including reproductive and LGBTQ
rights.

Freedom of religion and belief are
fundamental freedoms in Canada that
KASHA fully supports, but that support
does not include approval of taxpayer
funding for organizations whose core
mandate and practices fail to respect
human rights.

KASHA Supports SOGI Education Policies

The Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics and Humanists Association (KASHA) has
become concerned

with the misinformation being spread regarding Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity (SOGI)

policies and education in BC schools.

It is well documented that lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT)
students often face

discrimination. Schools must comply with provincial human rights legislation
regarding sexual

orientation and gender identity. This means that schools need to address
discrimination against

LGBT students.

The SOGI 123 system addresses discrimination through lessons, classroom
activities, policies,

and codes of conduct. It provides tools and resources for educators. SOGI 123
lessons inform

students that a diversity of sexual orientations and gender identities exist in the
world. Students

learn about respecting others' rights, regardless of sexual orientation and gender
identity.

Educating students
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This event has passed.

gy Fake News, the New Media, and Freedom to
Qkanagan Regicnal Library - Read = Dr Andrew |Wine

Kelowna Branch

May 16 @ 6:30 pm - 8200 pm

+ Google Map - ; Fake News’ I\ w Med'a,
' and Freed Read
Map Satellite i - I I [ ‘

McKinlay l ] [ u l l
Landing Lm

Traders Cove I / f

Kelowna () LQ" — - > — =
West Kelowna East Kalowna JJA
With the advent of new technologies and new media. information is more plentiful than ever before. It
VT Myra-Bellevue

Provinclal is also easier than ever before for disinformation and propaganda to be widely circulated. Trying to
S:;"A[’rg; Myra + navigate this maze of information can be a challenge. How can citizens distinguish between reliable

information and fake news? Is censorship necessary to help combat modern disinformation campaigns?
Or does our freedom to speak and read remain an essential part of any healthy, prosperous
democracy?

rachland —
Go gle Map data 2018 Google  Terms of Use | Report & map error
Our speaker, Dr Andrew Irvine, is a philosophy professor at UBCO. He received his Ph.D. from the
University of Sydney for work on mathematical truth and scientific realism. Since then, he has published
and lectured on topics in the philosophy of mathematics, the history and philosophy of logic, and the
philosophy of law. His current research includes work on Bertrand Russell, censorship, and the rule of
law.
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This event has passed.

KASHA Pizza Party

Details Venue
une 17 @ 5:30 pm - 3:00 p

Date: Ju Unitarian Fellowship 3 S ™
Time: 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm 1310 Bertram
Event Tags: social Kelowna, BC V1Y 625 Canada

+ Google Map

Map  Satellite ey
McKinley

Landing @
Traders Cove

Kelowna (2 8
West Kelawna East Kelowna s
Welcome to KASHA's first Pizza and Learning about Solstice Party
WESTBANK Myra-Bellevue

Provincial +

fankay Myra Come out and meet KASHA members and/or the like-minded community.

achland - What better way to celebrate Father's Day!
| -
Google P ek 20 HEE xS cri ol e T 3 5:30pm - The Astronomical Significance of the Solstice - Terry Bridges - Department of Physics and

Astronomy at Okanagan College

The Cultural Significance of Solstice Across the Globe - Raynald Losier - Department of Couch Potato
Anthropology

6:30pm - Pizza Party - Free first slice for official members. Non-members and second slices - $4.00
each.
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—— — Confused about Electoral Reform - Come
i B e e learn about the differences between

Time: &:

proportional representation and first past
the post.

October 26 @ 6:45 pm - 830 pm
Confused about electoral reform?
Come lear about the differences between
proportional representation and first past the post.
Make your decision
fercedeideiti by comparing the evidence
it from both :-Ecloml. systems.
Kelowna Atheists,
Skeptics & Humanists
Inquire, ewamine and sxplore with us.
ashuskelowna.ca

This fall BC residents will be receiving a mail-in ballot that will ask them if they want to change

the present first past the post electoral system to a proportional representation system.

It is a big decision and many people don't understand the differences between the two systems.

Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics and Humanists Association is bringing together both sides of the two
systems so that members of the public can critically assess the pro‘s and con's of each system.

Wayne Broughton of UBCO and Fair Vote BC will be presenting the evidence for why we should
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SECULAR HUMANIST THINKERS" CAFE

B Click here to find the next Skepe

WINTER SOLSTICE TREE

- MISSION CREEK GREEMNWAY

Canitact

Jain s

go
Member Activity

The salstice tree is an expression of KASHA'S mission Lo further science celebration at the time of year where days are shorter and so we shall honour the
seientific process that gives us hope and fighe

FESTIVUS FOR THE RESTIVUS 2017

Festivus is

our hertia;

7 it's part of who we afe,

%

Critical Thlnklng Parents’ Discussion Group

-10:15am | Recurring Event (See all}

Novemnber 1

Parents' Cafe 4

DAY:2nd Wednesday of the month

TIME: 9:15am — 10:15am (Parents can stay longer if not attending Toddler Time at the Mission Library.)
10:15am - Toddler Time at Mission Library

WHERE: Capital News Centre (where Mission Library is located) - Find us by the concession stand tables,

we will have a KASHA sign on the table.

Contact Jessica via our contact page for more information.

Join other parents in using critical thinking skills to respectfully discuss common and taboo parenting

tonics (from infants to adolescents)
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All of our members like to think, but some of our members like to write their thoughts down and/or their MEMBER PAGES

KASHA projects to share.
Member Profiles

The views and opinions expressed in these articles are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect

the official policy or position of KASHA, any of its board of directors or any members of KASHA save the Member Reflections
author. These articles are presented as a vehicle for fostering dialog on issues of interest to KASHA
members. As critical-thinking human beings, these views are subject to revision and rethinking at any Secular and Freethought Links
time.
Videos

|S= | OCTOBER 29, 2018
| Educational Links from Electoral Reform Discussion

M OCTOBER 16, 2018 TAGS
When and why do people become atheists? New study uncovers important predictors ) ) o )
assisted dying ~ Atheism  Cryotherapy  Cupping

CEPTEMBER 25. 2012 deconversion FuShots  Galileo  GMO
Ea Understanding Medical Assistance in Dying Good Thinking Society ~ Homeopathy  Islam

leaving religion  Nosodes  Olympics  Pareidolia
JULY 25,2018
3 7 Pseudoscience | Pub Social Reading List
Alligator Pants Sewing Lessons E

Science literacy =~ 5Secular Service | 5imon Singh | sodial

JUNE 27, 2018 TedCruz Toxins UBCO  Vaccinations

——
- KASHA Supports SOGI Education Policies

War on 5cience

MAY 20, 2018

Reading List for Summertime (or anytime...)
If you are interested in writing for the KASHA

site, please contact us via the contact form
APRIL1,2018

| - If | Had a Child...

below. You do have to be an official member and
the writing has to be approved by the blog

) ) committee. We will send you the criteria for the
“e o | FEBRUARY 4,2018
™ blog after you contact us.

RBreakino the Baomance Rilec
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This event has passed.

KASHA’'s Monthly Speaker, Pot-Luck & Social

QOctober 21 @ 3:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Details Venue

Unitarian Fellowship

Time: 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm 1310 Bertram
. kelowna, BC V1Y 6Z5 Canada
Event Tags: social
+ Google Map
Map Satellite o
— - KA
McKinley - . ooty "o
Landing  [s7] Swim with us for

Traders Cove

Kelowna ﬁﬁl

West Kelowna East Kelowna

Come out and meet KASHA members and/or the like-minded community.

W 5 —
ﬁg;‘;?g; o == 5:30pm -Catholic Criminals — an ex-Catholic’s perspective.
The institutionalized cover-up of child rape by an organization that claims the moral high-ground and
b L . which continues to scandalize the Catholic Church. KASHA's VP, Daniel Mallett, left the Catholic Church
Google Mepidoa o oo o e e s S, over a decade ago. He will talk about his experiences in the church, leaving the church, and on the

criminal cover-up that continues today.
6:30pm - Pot Luck Dinner - You don't have to make a dish, you can buy something. Or if you don't have

+irma i1t Feamme ald aar
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DEFINITELY NOT JOYCE KILMR'S TREE

On this day, November 11, 2018 C.E., an evolution tree crawled out of the primordial waters of Mission Creek. Witnesses to this event were Wendy, Darrel
and Ann, each a reliable observer and recorder of all things paleobiological.

Already the tree has evolved to produce branches from which hang prehistoric and present day fauna.

Please visit the tree and chart its evolution into a source of information and inspiration. You are invited to contribute to its biodiversity with objects of
your own.

The winter solstice tree is an expression of KASHA's mission to further science celebration at the time of year where days are shorter and so we shall honour the scientific
process that gives us hope and light.
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Festivus

December 16 @ 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Venue
Creekside Pub

Time: 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm 3529 Lakeshore Rd
Kelowna, B !
VIW 1V3 + Google Map

Event Tags: Pub Social, social

HAPPY

websice FESTIVUS

THE AIRING OF GRIEVANCES
FEATS OF STRENGTH

FESTIVUS DINNER, FESTIVUS MIRACLES

http://creeksidepub.cas

THE FESTIVUS POLE
Fisane
Map  Satellite | pexiniey o
Landing
Traders Cove
Kelowna Fostivas for the rest of ns! m
West Kelowna act Kalowna
WESTBANK Myra-Bellevue @
Pravincial
Park Day Myra i : ; : .
Use Area Come join in the Festivus for the Restivus celebration at 6pm on Sunday, December 16! Have a drink

and/or dinner with your fellow KASHA members and guests, and take part in some Festivus activities!

achland +

We have our own room, so we will be able to really hear each other. However, we are limited to 40

- people in the room, so you must RSVP here to attend.

Go gle Mep e | @G ponle Siterme bl e o map sy The Festivus pole will soon be dug out of the garage, and we'll have it set up for some re-gifting. If you
wish to take part in that, wrap up that old vase or miniature wrench set that you never use, and drop it

off at the pole...and perhaps go home with an equally useless gift!

We'll also have a several “open mic” opportunities. You can air your grievances of 2018 and, if you've

been so lucky, maybe you have a wonderful Festivus miracle that you would like to share.



Possible Goals
Continue what we’re doing
Monthly meetings (build on monthly meetings)

Bring back a yearly conference to the interior of BC
Parenting group

“What have you been told?” (Nina)
Professor in pub

Homeopathic / OD

Reverse baptism

Bigger/better/more speakers

Debate

MAGA

Property Tax Exemption

Media outreach

Promote KASHA

Public Education / pamphlets

Topical / political / non-partisan issues (Dave)
Fundraising

END of President's Report
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KASHA 2017 / 2018 Financial Statement

EXPENSES

PLEASE NOTE: Expenses are from 2017/06/01 to 2018/10/31

AGM Expenses

$106.35

Society Registration Fees

$131.50

Special Events / Food

$390.81

Web Site

$407.62

Bank Fees

$69.35

Misc / Office Expenses

$28.95

Facility Rental

$320.00

Total

$1,454.58

INCOME

PLEASE NOTE: Income is from 2017/06/01 to 2018/10/31

Membership Fees

$886.22

Donations

$147.50

Event Sales / Food

$157.00

Total

$1,190.72




Net Worth 2018/10/31 - As of 2018-10-31

(in Canadian Dollars)

2018-11-17 Page 1
2018-10-31
Account Balance
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
Chequing 731.83
Petty Cash 270.50
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts 1,002.33
Other Assets
Damage Deposit (Unitarian Church) 100.00
Valley First Membership Shares 5.05
TOTAL Other Assets 105.05
TOTAL ASSETS 1,107.38
LIABILITIES 0.00

OVERALL TOTAL 1,107.38



KASHA 2019 PROPOSED BUDGET

EXPENSES

PLEASE NOTE: The actual expenses are from 2017/06/01 to 2018/10/31

2017 / 2018 2017 /2018 2018/2019 | 2018/2019
Projected Actual Projected | Actual
AGM Expenses| $ 100.00 | S 106.35 | S 100.00
Society Registration Fees| $ 75.00 | S 13150 S 40.00
Special Events / Food| $§ 200.00 | S 390.81 | S 300.00
Web Site| S 250.00 | S 407.62 | S 300.00
Bank Fees| S - S 69.35| S 60.00
Misc / Office Expenses| S - S 2895 | S  400.00
Unitarian Church Rental| $ - S 320.00 | S 1,060.00
Total| S 625.00 | S 1,454.58 | S 2,260.00
INCOME

PLEASE NOTE: The actual income is from 2017/06/01 to 2018/10/31

2017 /2018 2017 /2018 2018/2019 | 2018/2019
Projected Actual Projected | Actual
Membership Fees| S - S 886.22 | S  500.00
Donations| $ - S 14750 | S  200.00
Event Sales / Food| S - S 157.00 | S  500.00
Total| S - S 1,190.72 | S 1,200.00
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