
Criteria for Speaking/Facilitating at KASHA’s Forums

The KASHA forums are a place where ideas

and views on a particular issue can be

discussed or exchanged.

The goal is for the KASHA community to

learn about topics associated with the

organization, socialize and/or have fun in an

interactive manner.

Speakers and discussion facilitators invited to speak should abide by the following guidelines:

1. The topic should be aligned with KASHA’s official statement and guiding principles. (see attached)

2. KASHA’s guidelines of conduct shall be observed.  (see attached)

3. Speaking or introduction of topic – 30‐45 minutes.

4. Please be aware that not everyone in the audience will be a KASHA member, please understand 

that complex issues may need more educating for the audience to understand and discuss. 

Science topics presented must be evidence and science based. Handouts or links to the subject 

should be given to the KASHA forum contact for distribution before the event.

5. The forum is meant to be an interactive event. The speaker/facilitator should be able to either 

take questions from the audience and/or allow a larger group discussion, or create small discussion

groups at the tables. Calls of action and organizing for further action are appropriate interactive 

activities.

6. Forums are generally family friendly and children of appropriate ages are invited to attend. If 

your topic is of an adult nature, please let us know and we will make sure to advertise that the 

forum topic is for adults only. 

7. We conduct the forum in a private room which allows 40 people to comfortably sit and eat at 

the Creekside Pub in Lower Mission. There is a TV screen which can be used to hook up a laptop via

HDMI. Your voice should project within the small room as there is no microphone.  Tables are set‐

up for 4‐6 people. We invite forum attendees at 6:00pm for dinner and the speaker event is 

advertised for 7:00pm. We have booked the room till 9:00pm.

We would love to hear from you. KASHA members are interested in listening to a wide variety of 

topics. If you would like to present in our KASHA forum shoot us an email. (grow@askuskelowna.ca)

We can guide you though our process, or you can simply send us an outline of your presentation. All 

topic outlines have to be approved by the KASHA board.



Statement of Values and Principles

Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics & Humanists
Association 
Adopted Set. 4, 2017

Values and Principles:

We value human diversity, science, critical thinking,
secularism, and freedom of expression.

We value honesty, integrity, compassion, openness, and
the search for common ground.

Statement of Purpose:

Mission statement: Kelowna Atheists, Skeptics and Humanists Association is a non-partisan 
body that seeks to foster a local secular community guided by reason, science, freedom of 
inquiry, and humanist values.

In order to fulfill our mission, KASHA will aim to:

Provide a forum for open discussion of various topics of interest to members.

Be a positive presence in the community through both group and individual outreach.

Support individuals and families who are leaving their religions or who need help in 
communicating to their families and friends that they no longer have, or never did have, 
religious faith or supernatural beliefs.

Promote, educate, and advocate for scientific and critical thinking, and a secular humanist
world view.

Provide an atmosphere which welcomes visitors of various persuasions, and with differing 
beliefs, to attend our community and educational gatherings.



GUIDELINES	FOR	CONDUCT
Kelowna	Atheists,	Skeptics	&	Humanists	Association

Approved	by	KASHA	Board	April	4,	2018

Adapted	from	the	BC	Humanist	Association's	Code	of	Conduct.

 The	Kelowna	Atheists,	Skeptics	&	Humanists	Association	(KASHA)	is	committed	to	providing	an	open	
and	welcoming	community	that	respects	every	participant's	personal	integrity	and	reasonable	
participation.	KASHA	activities,	whether	organized	or	informal,	should	be	enjoyable,	friendly,	and	
informative.

 This	policy	covers	conduct	by	persons	attending	KASHA-sponsored	events	or	in	KASHA	sponsored	
printed	or	electronic	media,	or	when	formally	representing	KASHA	at	other	venues.	This	policy	applies	
whether	such	persons	are	KASHA	members	(as	per	KASHA	bylaws)	or	not.

 The	consequences	of	violation	can	include,	but	are	not	limited	to:	loss	of	membership	and	participation	
privileges	with	KASHA	and	its	hosted	and	co-hosted	activities,	as	well	as	with	collaborating	
organizations	(at	their	discretion).

 The	general	rule	of	conduct	is	friendly	interactions	without	harassment.

 Discussion	and	disagreement	are	encouraged	as	part	of	free	inquiry,	but	must	not	take	the	form	of	
personal	attacks,	must	respect	each	participant’s	right	to	withdraw	from	debate,	and	must	acknowledge	
organizers’	authority	in	managing	events.	(KASHA	organizers	are	those	who	have	been	granted	that	
status	by	the	KASHA	board	and	who	organize	and/or	host	events	on	behalf	of	KASHA.)

 When	possible,	participants	should	give	each	other	the	bene it	of	explaining	behaviour	found	offensive	
or	unwelcome.	But	explanations	do	not	redeem	violations,	and	those	asked	to	stop	any	prohibited	
conduct	are	expected	to	comply	immediately.

 Prohibited	conduct	may	include	but	is	not	limited	to:

~	harassment*	related	to	gender,	gender	identity,	gender	expression,	sexual	orientation,	disability,	physical	
appearance,	body	size,	race,	age,	ancestry,	nationality,	familial	status,	marital	status,	military	status,	pregnancy,	
socioeconomic	status,	or	religion;
~	sexual	images	or	displays	in	public	spaces	(except	as	appropriate	to	announced	presentations	or	activities);
~	threats,	abuse,	or	deliberate	intimidation;
~	stalking;
~	harassing	photography	or	recording;
~	sustained	disruption	of	talks	or	other	events;
~	inappropriate	physical	contact;
~	unwelcome	sexual	attention;
~	any	form	of	unwanted	attention	initiated	or	continued	without	reasonable	grounds	for	mutual	interest	or	
consent.
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 KASHA	does	not	endorse	or	oppose	any	politician	or	political	party,	and	we	welcome	members	and	
participants	across	the	political	spectrum.	KASHA	may	take	a	position	on	speci ic	policies	put	forward	by
any	party	or	politician,	but	that	does	not	imply	support	of,	or	opposition	to,	the	party	or	the	politician	in	
question.	KASHA	representatives	(such	as	board	members,	spokespersons,	organizers,	online	
moderators,	etc)	must	take	reasonable	care	not	to	give	the	impression	that	their	personal	support	of	a	
political	party	or	politician	represents	the	position	of	KASHA.	

 In	general,	participants	should	seek	explicit	consent	prior	to	directly	messaging	another	participant	
unless	sender	and	recipient	already	know	each	other	personally	or	it	is	an	appropriate	continuation	of	a	
KASHA	conversation	or	activity.

 Promotion	of	other	organizations	and/or	distribution	of	any	promotional	materials	at	a	KASHA	event	or	
in	any	KASHA	online	forum	requires	prior	approval	from	a	KASHA	organizer.	Also,	please	do	not	
promote	KASHA	at	any	other	organizations	without	 irst	obtaining	approval	from	that	organization.

 Where	video	recordings	and	photographs	are	used	for	KASHA	publicity	or	documentation	of	events,	
participants	may	request	that	they	not	be	tagged	by	name,	or	that	photos	and	videos	be	modi ied	to	
remove	them,	with	no	speci ic	justi ication	required.

 Please	report	potential	offenses	to	the	relevant	online	moderator	or	event	organizer,	or	to	any	KASHA	
board	member.	You	can	 ind	the	names	of	KASHA	board	members	under	the	“About”	tab	on	our	website.	
There	is	no	time	limit	on	when	potential	offenses	can	be	reported,	but	sooner	rather	than	later	is	
preferable.

 KASHA	online	moderators	or	event	organizers	may	ban	offenders	from	their	activity	or	online	forum	
(including	Facebook)	at	their	sole	discretion.	KASHA	board	members	may,	at	their	sole	discretion,	ban	
offenders	from	any	speci ic	activity,	or	suspend	them	from	membership	and	future	activities.

 KASHA	moderators,	organizers,	or	board	members	who	receive	a	report	of	a	potential	offense	and/or	
who	issue	a	ban	or	suspension	must	record	and	share	this	information	with	the	full	KASHA	board	within	
21	days.

 Such	reports	will	be	handled	at	all	levels	with	con identiality	and	with	anonymity	of	the	complainant	
preserved	unless	otherwise	agreed	with	the	complainant,	or	unless	disclosure	is	required	by	law.

 Potential	offenses	may	also	be	reported	by	email	(grow@askuskelowna.ca).	Such	reports	must	include	
return	contact	information.
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 Suspension	from	membership	and	participation	in	events	must	be	resolved	by	the	KASHA	board	within	
three	months:	by	reinstatement,	probation	as	de ined	by	the	board,	or	expulsion	according	to	the	KASHA
by-laws,	or	else	the	suspension	ends.	Appeals,	whether	for	further	investigation	of	potential	offenses	or	
for	reinstatement,	can	be	initiated	by	contacting	any	member	of	the	KASHA	board.	Appeals	will	be	
resolved	by	the	full	KASHA	board,	or	delegated	to	a	nonleadership	investigative	committee,	as	
appropriate,	to	ensure	a	fair	process	and	safe	KASHA	community.

 Participation	in	any	of	KASHA's	activities,	events,	or	online	forums	implies	acceptance	of	these	
Guidelines	for	Conduct.

*	Harassment,	as	de ined	by	the	BC	Human	Rights	Clinic,	is	generally	“conduct	or	comment	that	a	reasonable	
person	would	consider	to	be	objectionable	or	unwelcome.	The	conduct	or	comment	typically	humiliates,	
intimidates,	excludes	or	isolates	individuals	and	is	often	accompanied	by	threats	or	promises	regarding	
opportunities	and	conditions.	Harassment	can	be	a	single,	serious
incident	or	a	series	of	repeated	incidents.”	via	http://www.bchrc.net/harassment
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